
                St William of York C Primary School 
English Policy  

 

 
 

Together, as God’s family we are learning through love, forgiveness, respect and courage to use our 
unique gifts, challenging and transforming our world. 

 

 
English 

 
English develops a confidence and expertise in language, which is an important aspect of individual 

and social identity. 
It enables pupils to understand and engage with the feelings and values embodied in high quality 

poetry, fiction, non- fiction, drama, film and television as well as developing pupils’ awareness of 

moral and social issues in fiction, journalism, magazines, radio, television and film. 
It helps pupils to understand how language changes over time, the influences on spoken and written 

language and social attitudes to the use of language. 
 

 

The nature of English 
 

English is the basic language of communication in this country and much of the Western world and its 
mastery is a pre-requisite for education and progress. It plays a central role in a child’s development.  

It is our aim that children will develop a love of English, appreciate and enjoy the written word, have 

the ability to write freely and fluently about experiences, real and imaginary and express themselves 
clearly and confidently.  

 
Aims: 
 

• Encourage all pupils to listen attentively and without discrimination and to speak with confidence, 
clarity and fluency in a variety of situations to different audiences.  

• Develop in each pupil an enjoyment of reading and fluency, involvement and critical understanding 
using texts for entertainment, interest and information.  

• Enable each pupil to express themselves confidently and appropriately in written language using a 
wide range of styles for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

 
 

Provision 2016-2017 
 

Speaking and Listening  

 
Speaking and Listening is divided into 4 strands, that are referred to in planning where a discrete skill 

is being developed:  
 

• Speaking.  

• Listening.  

• Group Discussion.  

• Drama. 
 

These skills are demanded by both the RWI Phonics scheme and by the English lessons. However, 

teachers also plan group work activities and drama activites to bring their foundation subjects to life. 
Children have opportunities to take on roles in termly school productions in KS1 and KS2 – and 

through role play areas in EYFS. 
 

 



Key Stage 1 provision:   
 

• Listening and responding to stories, poems, rhymes and songs including examples from different 

cultures, authors and children’s own work.  

• Responding to visual/aural stimuli e.g. pictures. T.V. radio etc.  

• Discussing and reflecting upon their own work with other children, the teacher and other adults.  

• Collaborating with others when planning activities.  

• Talking about own experiences in and out of school.  

• Telling known stories and reciting poems learnt by heart.  

• Collaborative/explorative play opportunities.  

• Imaginative play/improvised drama. 

• Asking and answering questions.  

• Giving and receiving simple explanations.  

• Carrying out simple instructions.   

• Relaying a message clearly and accurately.  

 

Key Stage 2 provision: 

 
• Talking about stories and poems and participating in shared and guided reading and writing 

activities.  

• Listening with greater discrimination.  

• Contributing individually in class discussion and to wider audiences, representing the views of a 

group, or taking part in group or class presentations to the class, school assembly or parents.  

• Expressing opinions and arguing points of view.  

• Drama as role play to explore imaginary situations. 
 

 
We aim that our children will: 

 

 Become confident and competent readers and writers 

 Have both good word recognition and good oral language comprehension in order to read well 

 Have a shared love for reading and promote reading amongst their peers. 

 
Approaches to reading 

 
Daily reading (on a needs basis) 

Phonics 
Shared reading 

Guided reading  

Independent reading 
Book banding 

Library in school (‘The Reading Chamber of Astonishment’) and in classes 
Class novels 

Daily story time 

Home Reading 
Peer and group reading 

Interactive stories 
Reading Recovery Scheme 

 

 
Key Stage 1 provision  

 

• Reading and responding to labels, instructions, posters etc., in their own environment.                 

• Experiencing a wide choice of attractive books including non-fiction and poetry.  

• Sharing stories and responding to text.  



• Strategies to develop decoding skills e.g. building basic sight vocabulary, phonic cues, picture and 

context clues.  

• Having opportunities for independent reading, choosing a book and reading it in a quiet 

atmosphere.  
 

Key Stage 2 provision: 
 

• Opportunities to experience a widening range of reading material, including class authors and the 

stimuli from the English lessons.  

• Responding to texts, developing prediction, literal and inferential comprehension, evaluation, 

appreciation and deduction.  

• Developing an understanding of the difference between fact and opinion.  

• A daily guided reading session of 30 minutes, led by the class teacher  

 
During both key stages there is an emphasis on encouraging children to make independent choices 

from good quality reading material. To support this each classroom has a wide selection of books 
which are changed on a regular basis to maintain the children’s interest. Children across both key 

stages will have regular access to the school library. At both key stages children will have a 
designated reading book taken from a combination of graded reading schemes.  

 

 
English in KS2  

Teachers encourage and promote a love of reading and writing, through the use of daily, engaging 

lessons, based upon a key text. Through the teaching of English, we are encouraging children to 

develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. It enables them to express themselves 

creatively and imaginatively and to communicate with each other effectively.  

The encompassing aim for English in the curriculum, is to continue to promote high standards of 

English, by providing pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop 

their love of English, through widespread reading for enjoyment.   

Children will have the opportunity to: 

• Plan, draft, write, proofread and evaluate higher quality pieces of work. 

• Enjoy powerful complete stories, poems and plays by authors both teachers and children love – 

including Michael Morpurgo, Jamila Gavin, Carol-Ann Duffy, Ted Hughes, Geraldine McCaughrean and 

Jeremy Strong, Anthony Browne, Julia Donaldson, Frank Cottrell Boyce and Roald Dahl.  

• Learn how to get to the heart of a story or a non-fiction text. 

• Learn to identify themes and ask universal questions. 

• Engage in powerful and in-depth reading activities which feed into their writing. 

• Engage in ‘Big Questions’ to promote deeper thinking about the more abstract questions that arise 

from the fiction and provide a link with the non-fiction. 

• Practise the skills taught using the homework books, when appropriate. 



Writing  
 

Approaches to Writing 
 

‘Mark making’ 

‘Sounds Write’ 
‘Talk for Writing’ 

Phonics and spelling 
Emergent writing 

Shared Writing 
Guided Writing/Independent Writing 

Extended writing through English lessons 

Cross curricular writing 
Handwriting 

Creative writing activities 
 

Key Stage 1 provision: 

 
• Making own marks on the page.  

• Writing independently about personal experiences/events using pictures, symbols, words, phrases 

and short sentences.  

•Learning correct letter formation and sounds, spelling patterns, punctuation and composition – these 

activities will be matched to the child’s needs.  

• Writing with a partner, group.  

• Writing ‘books’ e.g. group, class, individual.  

• Recording simple investigations/practical experiences.  

• Developing word processing.  

 

Key Stage 2 provision: 
 

• Varied contexts for writing. 

• Producing a variety of written work for different audiences with attention to content and meaning, 

spelling, syntax, presentation and punctuation.  

• Using a dictionary and thesaurus.  

• Regular learning of spelling of word patterns.  

• Use of mapping to develop the skills of visual learners.  

 
Handwriting  

 
At both key stages there will be teaching and practice sessions of handwriting skills, introducing the 

first basic joins. Attention to handwriting should be an integral part of all classroom lessons where 

written work is carried out.  
 

Methods for Promoting Quality Handwriting 
 

 labels around the classroom and on displays 

 Examples of children’s writing prominently displayed 

 Books written by children 

 Books written by adults around the school 

 Posters promoting writing 

 
Through the daily teaching of handwriting children will be encouraged to develop a legible, fluent and 

aesthetically appealing style.  
 



In the Foundation Stage the emphasis will be on correct letter formation. In Key Stage 1, children will 
be encouraged to use initial and exit strokes. In Y3, the emphasis will be on increasing accuracy and 

refining legibility. In Y4 and Y5, the children will be encouraged to develop speed and fluency whilst 
maintaining legibility. In Y6, the children are assisted in the development of a mature style which can 

be adapted to suit different needs and purposes. For example, using capital letters to fill in a form or 

using print to label a diagram. 
 

The Penpals handwriting scheme has been adopted and is used throughout the school.  
It is hoped that by the end of Y2, 50% of work will show joined handwriting. By the end of Y5, it is 

hoped a comfortable style will have developed and by Y6, a confident fluent script will be evident.  
 

Spelling  

 
It is our aim to give children an interest in words and how they are constructed and the strategies for 

learning new words.  
 

Spellings are linked to: national curriculum spelling lists, national curriculum spelling patterns and, 

where appropriate, high frequency words. Children are encouraged to share these with parents and 
to work on them at home as well as in school. Time is set aside each week to test these spellings.  

 
Grammar  

 
Foundation Stage 

 

Pupils expect written text to make sense and they recognise sentences in their shared reading of 
texts and in their own play and experimental writing. They write simple sentences based on speech 

and begin to use significant punctuation, for example capital letters for their own name and at the 
beginning of a sentence. 

 

In both key stage 1 and 2 grammar is taught and incorporated within the English lessons.  
 

Key Stage 1 
 

At Key Stage 1 the emphasis is on developing pupils’ general awareness of language, both written 

and spoken. Grammar is taught discretely to the children in years 1 and 2. Pupils are encouraged to 
attempt more complex spoken language and to observe the use of punctuation in written texts as a 

pointer for pausing, intonation and as an aid to meaning. They recognise sentences, expect them to 
make sense and use basic sentence structures in their own writing. Some punctuation marks are used 

in context. More complex sentences are developed through the use of an increasing range of 
conjunctions. 

 

Key Stage 2 
 

In Years 3 and 4 pupils are introduced to the grammatical functions of different types of word and 
they begin to explore how sentences are constructed. The emphasis here is not about grammatical 

labelling (the naming of parts of speech) but on discovering their function, i.e. what words can be 

made to do. Explicit teaching of a wider range of punctuation marks occurs and this is reflected by 
their use in pupils’ writing.  

 
In Years 5 and 6 this basic knowledge is extended through the close reading and discussion of 

carefully chosen examples from a range of text-types. In their writing pupils are encouraged to draw 
on this understanding to develop a sense of style, to experiment with the construction of complex 

sentences and to restructure sentences for clarity and effect.  

 
 

 
 



Grammar Assessment  
 

Years 1 to 6 complete spelling and grammar assessments at least once per term. A teacher assessed 
standard will be recorded on SIMS and tracked by the SLT. 

 

Display  
 

• In all classrooms, a reading area will be present; this will be appealing and eye catching to all.  
• Reading areas will reflect the class key author.   

• In Reception and KS1 classrooms RWI sounds are clearly displayed. These enable 
the children to apply what they have learnt in phonics lessons to other subjects 

throughout the school day. 

• Other useful resources for children will be on display either as an English working wall, or around 
the classroom.  

• All classrooms have a high quality writing display, showcasing every child in the class’s work.  
 

Assessment, recording and monitoring  

 
Assessment is regarded as an integral part of teaching and learning and is a 

continuous process. It is the responsibility of the class teacher to assess all pupils in 
their class. 

 
In our school, we are continually assessing our pupils and recording their progress. We see 

assessment as an integral part of the teaching process and endeavour to make our assessment 

purposeful, allowing us to match the correct level of work to the needs of the pupils, thus benefiting 
the pupils and ensuring progress. Assessment is carried out on three levels. 

 
Short term assessments are an informal part of every lesson and are closely matched to the teaching 

objectives. These tend not to be recorded because they are for the teacher’s immediate attentions 

and actions; however, pertinent comments are occasionally recorded on the short-term planning 
sheets. Children are given feedback, corrections and challenges through marking and discussion.  

 
Medium term assessments are carried out at least once a term. The children will complete SPAG and 

reading comprehension assessments. Through those assessments, a standard is given and recorded 

on SIMS. The purpose of  these assessments is to review and record the progress the pupils made in 
relation to the expectations of the national curriculum.  

 
These judgments will also be made after practice KS1 SATs in Year 2 and KS2 SATs in Year 6 – as 

well as the statutory assessments in the Summer. 
 

Children are assessed twice a year using the Suffolk reading test, to provide an accurate reading age. 

This data is uploaded onto the whole school reading tracker and children are allocated the correct 
book banding and placed in an appropriate guided reading group.  Year 1 children also complete 

phonics screening tests. 
 

During assessment weeks all children will complete a grammar test; this data will also be uploaded 

onto SIMS.  
 

Progress in writing is assessed using new curriculum criterion scales – this should be completed 
monthly in years 1-5 and more often in year 6.  

 
We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English according to 

their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take 

steps to improve their attainment. Children, who are identified at having a greater depth learning will 
be identified and suitable learning challenges provided and planned for. 

 
 



Homework  
 

Reception: 
Children are expected to read at home and reading guidance sheets are sent home initially. New 

‘Read Write Inc’ sounds and ‘green words’ are sent home as they are being taught. 

 
Years 1 to 6: 

Children are expected to read at home every day. The minimum number of pages to be read is 
indicated by the class teacher, in the child’s home reading record.  Spellings are sent home to be 

learned, children are tested every Friday.  
 

 

 
 

 
 


