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                                                St William of York Catholic Primary School 
 

                         

YEAR 
GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

YEAR ONE 

1 
 

TOPIC – Autumn 1: Arcimboldo 
linked to self portraits. 
 

TOPIC – Textiles 
 

TOPIC – Painting inspired by 
Mark Rothco 

Through this unit the children examine the 
work of Arcimboldo. They experiment with a 

range of fruits to create different shapes and 
pictures, which can be photographed for their 

sketchbooks. They plan their face design using 
ICT and then experiment and create their own 

face using fruit. They then photograph and 

record their work and review to consider how 
it could be improved. 

This unit is linked to the science topic 
‘materials’. The children experiment with a 

range of materials and how they can be 
changed. They dye fabric using natural 

materials and created pictures by shaping 
materials such as wool, fabric, felt etc. Work is 

recorded in sketch books and finished piece 

may be used in display. 

This unit gives children the opportunity to 
reflect and express their opinion on the work 

of an artist. They hear about why an artist 
may have chosen that particular style. They 

begin to look at the common features of the 
paintings and experiment with the style using 

sketchbooks. They may produce a finished 

piece for display. 

TOPIC – Autumn 2 – Printing 
linked to animals and humans. 

TOPIC – Textiles linked to 
Materials and Mexico topic. 

TOPIC – DRAWING – Linked to 
plants and environment. 

During this topic, children begin to learn the 
skill of basic printing using hand prints, foot 

prints and finger prints. They experiment in 
sketch books before creating a final piece of 

their choice using hand, foot and fingerprints. 

They then move onto printing using everyday 
objects such as corks, buttons and shapes. 

They experiment with repeating patterns in 
sketch books. 

This topic continues the textiles theme but the 
focus changes to weaving as part of the 

Mexico topic. The children experiment with 
simple platting and weaving. Each child 

creates a weaving card with colours inspired 

from Mexican art. 

In this unit children begin to make simple 
sketches of plants in the environment using 

different grades of sketching pencil to create 
different effects. They also create rubbings of 

natural objects in the environment. 
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YEAR 2 

2 
 

TOPIC – Van Gogh,  Self 
Portraits 

TOPIC - Sculpture TOPIC - Drawing – 
Linked to Plants Topic 

TOPIC – Collage inspired 
by Mondrian 

In this unit, children are 

introduces to the artist ‘Van 

Gogh’. They investigate several 
paintings and begin to express 

their opinion on his work. They 
look for common themes in the 

paintings. They then look at his 
self portraits and begin to 

experiment in their sketch books 

with his style of painting. They 
create a self portrait in the style 

of Van Gogh. 

During this unit children take 

inspiration from the local 

sculpture ‘Spirit of Sport’. They 
investigate why the sculpture was 

made and look at the features of 
it. They begin to plan and make 

their own sculpture ‘Spirit of St 
Wiliam’s’ and investigate which 

materials would be most effective. 

As a class they then plan and 
make their own sculpture. 

Following on from previous work 

on Van Gough, children look at 

the paining ‘Sunflowers’. Using 
sketching pencils, they begin to 

experiment with lighter/darker 
tone and creating lighter or darker 

backgrounds using different 
grades of pencil. 

In this unit children examine the 

work of Mondrian. \they 

experiment with blocking colours 
for effect. They then experiment 

different media for effect in their 
sketchbooks. Thy then select the 

media they want to create their 
own piece in the style of 

Mondrian. 

YEAR 3 

3 
 

TOPIC – Drawing and painting 
self portraits inspired by Pablo 
Picasso 

TOPIC - Textiles TOPIC – LS Lowry linked to study 
of Bolton and the surrounding 
area. 

The children investigate the artist Pablo 

Picasso and create fact files about his life. 

They study his works with a particular focus 

on his self portraits. Using a range of 
media they begin to imitate his style 
using sketch books. The children then 
produce a self portrait in the style of 
Picasso. 

The children experiment with joining 
different types of material through 
stitching, weaving and sticking. They 
create a finished piece as a Mother’s 
Day gift.   

Children examine the work and style of local 

artist LS Lowry. They investigate what his 

work tells us about life and times in the 
industrial north west of England. Children use 

sketch books to imitate his style. 

TOPIC – Drawing linked to Stone 
Age Topic 

TOPIC –Printing linked to Roman 
Topics 

TOPIC – N/A 

Whilst learning about the Stone Age, children 
look at the importance of cave 

paintings/drawings and the significance they 

As part of the Roman’s topic, children 
investigate Roman patterns and attempt to 

replicate some of them using ICT. Children go 
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played in the lives of the Neanderthals. They 
then create their own cave paintings using 

different grades of pencil. They may even 

create their own stone age paint using 
charcoal and mud.   

on to create their own printing block, 
experimenting with printing in the sketch 

books. Children create a finished repeated 

pattern using the printing block they created. 

YEAR 4 

4 TOPIC - Andy Warhol inspired self 
portraits 

TOPIC – Painting and collage 
inspired by Ted Harrison 
Landscapes 

TOPIC – Sculpture – VISIT TO 
YORKSHIRE SCULPTURE PARK 

In this unit the children investigate the work 
and style of Andy Warhole and then 

specifically his portraits. The children use a 

range of media including ICT to imitate his 
style. They experiment with blocking colour in 

sketch books.  They create a finishes self 
portrait in the style of AW. 

During this unit children investigate a range of 
paintings by the artist Ted Harrison. Using 

sketch books they begin to experiment with 

his style using painting and collage. Children 
they decide on which media they would like to 

use to create their own ‘Harrison’ inspired 
landscape. The children use the local 

landscape (view to Winter Hill) to create their 
own finished piece.  

Inspired by a visit to YSP children experiment, 
design and make their own sculpture using a 

variety of media. 

YEAR 5 

5 TOPIC – Henri Matisse inspired 
self portraits 

 

TOPIC – Textiles TOPIC – Printing influenced to 
the History topic ‘Mayans’. 

During this topic, children investigate 
the artist Henri Matisee. They make 
comments about his style and work 
using artistic language. They begin to 
replicate his drawings using 
sketchbooks and a range if media. 
They experiment with colour blocking 
in sketch books and begin to design 
their own portrait in this style.  
Children create their own self portraits 

Children create a purse or wallet using 
fabric. They experiment with 
overlapping, joining and layering to 
help them decide upon their finished 
piece. They experiment with batik 
technique and other techniques such 
as tye dying. They use different 
grades of thread to stitch their work 
together. They create a finished piece. 

Inspired by their work on the Mayans, 
children investigate Mayan printing. 
They use sketch books to replicate 
Mayan designs and find common 
themes in the patterns. Each child 
created a printing block inspired by 
the Mayan and then children work in 
groups to layer their prints for effect. 
Most work is completed in sketch 
books. 
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inspired by Matisse.  

Year 6 

    6 
TOPIC – Annegret SOLTAU 

inspired self portraits. 
 

TOPIC – Paiting and drawing 
inspired by the work of William 
Morris. 

TOPIC –  Sculpture 

During ther topic the children look at art 

through the media of photography with 
particular focus on the artist Annegret Soltau. 

They look at her use of contrasting dark/light 
for effect and in sketch books begin to 

highlight similarities and differences in her 
photographs. They answer the question – 

What are the common themes? They then 

begin to experiment with some basic 
photography attempting a light/dark contrast 

in her style. 

The children compare different works by the 

artist William Morris and discuss what his art 
might have been used for. They look at the 

main features of the art and how he uses 
repeating pattern.  They then work in groups 

to decide how best they are going to create 
their own work. They can use multimedia, 

paint or sketch work and practise in sketch 

books. They then design some ‘William Morris’ 
inspired artwork for a purpose e.g. wrapping 

paper, wall paper. 
They review their work and reflct on how it 

could be improved. 

During this topic the children are given a task. 

This could be ‘Create a water play area for 
nursery with different levels using recycled 

materials’ though the task may change 
annual. The children then mind map ideas in 

groups and begin to create designs in sketch 
books. They compare ideas as a class and 

take the best ideas to come up with a whole 

class design. They divide into groups and take 
responsibity for different parts of the the task. 

Using a variety of materials, they create a 
functional piece of art for the nursery play 

area. 

 

https://www.richardsaltoun.com/artists/233/

