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YEAR GROUP AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

Year 1 

 
1 

 

THROUGHOUT 
KEY STAGE 1, 

THE CHILDREN 
STUDY THE 

SEASONS 

THROUGH 
DISCUSSIONS, 

RECORDINGS 
AND 

OBSERVATIONS.  

TOPIC –What’s great about 
Great Lever? Incorporating an 
investigation walk around the 
area. 
 

TOPIC – Mexico 
 

TOPIC – Blackpool 
Incorporating a day trip to 
Blackpool 

In this topic children learn about the 

immediate area around the school. They 
investigate the local amenities and explain 

why it is a good place to live. The topic 
includes a local field trip examining key 

features of the area. The children create a 

booklet using photographs from their walk, 
advertising the physical and human 

features of Great Lever. 

Using the Barnaby Bear BBC clips, the 

children investigate Mexico. They compare 
Mexico City to the Mexican countryside and 

also look at the features that make Mexico a 
popular holiday destination. They investigate 

the key physical and human features of 

Mexico. They write postcards from Mexico 
describing how long it took to get there, 

what they have seen etc. They create a 
piece of work identifying the similarities and 

differences between Mexico and the UK. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

This topic includes a day trip to Blackpool 

but not before the children have carried out 
some research on what they can expect to 

find there. They look at the key features and 
landmarks of Blackpool. The topic 

culminates in the children creating a 

Blackpool Visitors Fact file.  

 

GEOGRAPHY 
WHOLE SCHOOL 

OVERVIEW 



YEAR 2 

2  

 
THROUGHOUT 

KEY STAGE 1, 

THE CHILDREN 
STUDY THE 

SEASONS 
THROUGH 

DISCUSSIONS, 

RECORDINGS 
AND 

OBSERVATIONS 

 

TOPIC – Oceans and Seas 
Text – Commotion in the Ocean 

TOPIC - Brazil TOPIC – Fieldwork Skills 

During this topic, the children use globes 

and online mapping to identify the world’s 

seven oceans. They investigate which is the 
biggest/smallest ocean etc. and which 

oceans lie between which countries. The 
investigate longitude, latitude, equator and 

the poles. 

With links to Science, ‘Plants’, the children 

will learn about the similarities and 

differences of Brazil with the UK. They will 
study the Andes and what the physical 

features are like here.  

In this topic the children begin by looking at 

an aerial map of the school and seeing if 

they can identify which area is which. They 
are introduces to the four points of the 

compass.  
They add to their maps, labelling the 

different areas and putting features such as 
grass, playgrounds on etc.  

Using their locational knowledge of the 

school they then do an orienteering exercise 
in small groups in the form of a treasure 

hunt around the school grounds. They follow 
a basic map. 

YEAR 3 

3 TOPIC - WHAT IS THERE TO SEE 
IN EUROPE? 

TOPIC – Italy focusing on Rome TOPIC – The UK  
Mapping Skills –Anderton Centre 
Outreach to come into school. 

In this topic the children study Europe 
including Russia. They locate and name 

countries using atlases.  They learn the 

capital cities of all the European countries. 
They are given a famous landmark from 

each county and using a range of 
multimedia, they find out where each 

landmark is. The compare the key physical 
and human features of Europe.  

The children locate Italy and begin by 
sharing what they already know about it. 

They then decide in groups, what they 

would like to find out. They study Italy, its 
key features, people, climate food etc. They 

study Rome and why it is an important city. 
They compare Rome with contrasting areas 

of Italy.  They create a PowerPoint 
presentation advertising Italy in general or 

Rome. 

The Anderton Centre staff come into school 
to work with year 3 on mapping skills. They 

lead orienteering sessions around the school 

grounds and teach the children how to map 
read using a compass. They work on four 

figure grid references. They support the 
children’s understanding of the key human 

and physical features of Bolton.  



YEAR 4 

4 TOPIC - Rainforests TOPIC – North America, New 
York 

TOPIC – Continents and 
Countries 

The children learn about the Amazon 
rainforest. They learn about the layers of 

the forest and the key human and physical 
features. They look and habitation and 

deforestation and the key issues that affect 

the rainforest in modern day. 

During this topic, the children locate North 
America and investigate and research its key 

human and physical features. They go on to 
study New York. They create a piece of 

work advertising New York as a holiday 

destination.  

During this topic the children use atlases, 
maps and online mapping to research 

continents and countries starting with the 
UK and Europe and then moving on to other 

continents. They create fact files about the 

key human and physical features of each 
continent in groups and then share their 

research with the class. 

YEAR 5 

5 TOPIC - WHAT’S GOING ON IN 
THE UK? 
(FIRST NEWS) 

TOPIC - Brazil TOPIC - FIELDWORK AMD 
MAPPING SKILLS – 
ORIENTEERING 
(THE ANDERTON CENTRE) 

The children use read First News weekly as 

a guided reading activity to allow them 
some knowledge about what is going on in 

the UK and abroad. In this topic they 

children take a key environmental issue and 
create a news article highlighting it. This 

article can be in the form of a report for 
first news, or a video news recording for 

Newsround etc. 

The children research Brazil starting by 

stating what they already know and moving 
on to deciding what they would like to find 

out. Using a range of media they learn 

about the key physical and human features 
of Brazil. They use atlases and maps to 

locate key features and cities. In groups, 
they put together a presentation about 

Brazil using the media of their choice. 

The children all visit the Anderton Centre to 

learn mapping, orienteering and fieldwork 
skills. During the day, the follow a detailed 

map and create maps of their own. They 

use compasses to direct each other. They 
compare the physical features of that part of 

Bolton to that of Great Lever. 

YEAR 6 

6 TOPIC – Fieldwork and Mapping 
Skills 

( Trip to Brockholes) 

TOPIC – In the News TOPIC – What sort of town is 
Bolton? 
Trip to Rivington 

During this trip, pupils use mapping skills to 
navigate an area. They are taught to follow 

more detailed maps and understand the 

Using First News and BBC newsround, the 
children research a key environmental issue 

such as global warming or deforestation. 

During this topic the children investigate the 
contrasting physical and human features of 

Bolton. They walk into the town centre to 



eight points of a compass. The create an extended piece of writing 
such as; a newspaper report or a persuasive 

letter, to highlight the issue. 

examine its key features. They also go to 
Rivington and then compare it with the town 

centre.  

 


