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YEAR 
GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

1 TOPIC – How have I changed? 
 

TOPIC – Who was Florence 
Nightingale? 
 

TOPIC – Toys today and in the 
past        Visit - HISTORY ALIVE 

During this topic, the children reflect 
of on how they have changed since 
being born. The compare picture of 
themselves at different stages of life 
and talk about what has changed in 
their life. They put some pictures of a 
child at stages of development in order 
on a basic timeline. They discuss the 
year they were born and there date of 
birth.  

Children use a range of different 
sources such as book and pictures to 
come to some basic assumptions 
about who Florence Nightingale was. 
They answer simple questions such as 
‘What do you think her job was?. They 
use books and the internet to 
investigate how life in the war times 
was different to life today. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primary
history/famouspeople/florence_nightin
gale/ 

Children compare toys that they play 
with and toys in the past. They look at 
a wide range of artefacts and compare 
them to present day toys. 
They place a range of toys in 
chronological order on a basic timeline. 
HISTORY ALIVE WORKSHOP – TOYS 
IN THE PAST 

 

2 TOPIC – The Great Fire of London TOPIC – Neil Armstrong TOPIC – Living in the 1980s 

In this topic the children use different 
sources to investigate the Great Fire 
of London. They begin by creating a 
list of question about what they would 

The children begin by having a box of 
clues about a person. Using the clues 
they must draw some conclusion about 
who he may be. Once introduced to 

Pupils compare life now to life in the 
1980s. They look at similarities and 
differences between: 
Toys, fashion, homes, schools, 

 

HISTORY 
WHOLE SCHOOL 

OVERVIEW 



like to find out. They use pictures, 
books and the internet to find out 
about the past. The share extracts 
from the diary of Samuel Peeps to 
answer their questions about the past. 
They write diary entries as if they 
were there. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primary
history/famouspeople/samuel_pepys/ 

NA, they generate a list of questions 
they wish to answer through the topic. 
They then go on to learning about 
space travel and how this has changed 
what we know about our world today. 
They create a basic timeline about the 
life of NA. They write letters as if they 
are on board the International Space 
Station.  

entertainment etc. 
They handle toys, games, clothes etc. 
from the 1980s. 
They hot seat someone who can talk 
to them about growing up in the 
1980s.  
They create a venn diagram of things 
that are different, things that are 
different. 

 
YEAR 3 

3 TOPIC - Changes in Britain: From 
Stone Age to Iron Age – HISTORY 
ALIVE 

TOPIC - The Roman Empire 
TRIP – ROMAN MUSEUM CHESTER 

TOPIC - How has Bolton changed? 

The children are shown a timeline 
going back to the Stone Age and 
discuss how long ago that was and 
what a huge amount of time it took.  
They learn about life in Stone Age 
times and how archaeologists have 
had to use remains to give them clues 
about what it was like to live in Stone 
Age times. They find out about how 
we can use sources of information to 
find out events in the distant past. 
They create their own cave paintings 
and use History Alive 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/
zwwdjxs e to provide real stone age 
artefacts.  

The children create a timeline from 
Romans times to modern day. They 
learn about the Roman invasion and 
how the Romans influenced modern 
life in Britain. They go to the historic 
Roman Town of Chester to find out 
more about life in Roman times. 
They learn about the life of Boudicca – 
who was she and was she a heroin or 
a villainess?  
The children learn what life was like in 
Romans Britain and how the Romans 
influenced leisure time, travel clothing 
and buildings. 

During this topic the children will look 
at how Bolton has changed over the 
last 100 years. They create a timeline 
of key events that may have influenced 
Bolton such as the 2 world wars and 
the industrial revolution. They look at 
the north west depicted through 
Lowry’s famous paintings.  
The children investigate photographs 
of Bolton Town Centre now and in the 
past and decide what has changed and 
what remains the same. They look at 
the difference in transport, schools, 
leisure activities, employment etc.  
In groups children create a PowerPoint 
‘How has Bolton changed in the last 



100 years?’ 

YEAR 4 

4 TOPIC - Ancient Egypt – Trip 
Bolton Museum 

TOPIC - Anglo Saxons 
Trip – Tatton Park 

TOPIC - History of the Olympics 

The children begin by sharing what 
they already know about AE and 
deciding upon questions they would 
like to answer through the topic. They 
use a range of courses to find out 
about life in ancient empty. The 
present their finding in a variety of 
ways including the use of multimedia. 
There is a trip to Bolton Museum to 
find out more about AE and see and 
handle historical artefacts. 

The children are presented with a 
basic timeline going back to Anglo 
Saxon times to give them some 
perspective. They use a range of 
sources to find out about life in AS 
times and what it was like to live in 
Britain at that time. The topic is 
enhanced by a trip to Tatton Park for 
an Anglo Saxon experience. 

At start of this topic the children are 
presented with a list of questions 
regarding the Olympic games. They 
work in mixed ability groups to answer 
them and find out more information. 
They present their finding as a group 
PowerPoint.     
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primary
history/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_ga
mes/ 
They also look at the decision to cancel 
the Olympic games due to war. They 
then have t investigate who would be 
for this idea and who would be 
against. 

YEAR 5 

5 TOPIC – World War 2 
TRIP Evacuee Train 

TOPIC – Ancient Greece TOPIC – The Mayans 

Using extracts from the Diary of Anne 
Frank, the children are introduced to 
the topic of WW2. They learn about 
the causes of the war and what life 
was like in Britain during the second 
world war. The topic includes a trip to 
the evacuee experience in Bury where 

The children are presented with a 
timeline demonstrating when the 
ancient Greeks lived in relation to 
modern day. In this topic the children 
learn about what life was like in 
Ancient Greece. The look at AG Art and 
clothing and how the ancient Greeks 

During this topic the children find out 
about life for the Mayans. The topic 
also incorporates an art unit where the 
children investigate Mayan printing and 
work in groups to replicate the 
designs. 
The children find out about life in 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_games/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_games/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_games/


children are treated like evacuees for 
the day. 
The children write a diary entry, 
inspired by Anne Frank about what it’s 
like to live in Britain during WW2. 

lived every day life. They look at the 
influences of ancient Greece on 
modern day society. The children 
present their findings about Ancient 
Greece through speaking and listening, 
songs and drama for the rest of the 
school and their parents in assembly. 

Mayan times and present their work 
through ICT. 

YEAR 6 

6 TOPIC – Local area study – What 
happened at Pretoria Pit? 

TOPIC - Vikings TOPIC – This is my life – 
Autobiographies 

The children investigate the real life, 
local event - The Pretoria Pit disaster 
in 1910. They look at the causes of 
the disaster and newspaper reports 
from the time. They consider the use 
of propaganda and why it may have 
been used and that newspaper 
reports may not always represent the 
true facts. The children write their 
own newspaper report documentation 
the events at the pit at the aftermath 
for all involved. 

During this topic children use 
multimedia to create a Viking timeline. 
They learn about the Viking invasion of 
Britain and how that affected daily life. 
They study everyday life from farming 
to clothing and use a range of sources 
to support their findings. They 
investigate the influence that the 
Vikings left in Britain. 

As one of the final activities, the 
children created autobiographies 
documenting the history of their own 
life. They create timeline with main 
events such as starting school, moving 
house. They explain how they have 
changed and what the main influences 
on their lives have been so far, This is 
a joint home/school project. 

 


