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            St William of York Catholic Primary School 
 

                         

AUTUMN TERM 

ENGLISH MATHS RE 
TOPICS - 

Autumn 1 
Narrative, persuasive 

letter, diary 
Key texts  

The Magic Finger 

Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory   

Autumn 2  

Instructions, 
winter poetry  

Key texts 
The Snow Queen  

Lighthouse 

keepers Lunch 
Winter Poems 

TOPICS  

Mental addition and subtraction, Problem solving, 
reasoning and algebra, Number and place value, 

Mental multiplication and division, Measurement, 
Geometry: properties of shapes, Statistics, Fractions, 

ratio and proportion 

TOPICS –Homes, Promises, Visitors  

Autumn 1 
In this topic which is based around the class 

author children learn to write a story. They 
will write a letter to persuade and alter 

somebody’s point of view. Children learn how 
to write in the style of a diary and how it 

differs from other genres.  

Autumn 2 
In this topic, children learn how to structure 

and write effective instructions. The Snow 
Queen will be used to inspire children to write 

their own winter poems. 

 
 

 
 

 

Children learn the Year 3 objectives by using a 
variety of methods including daily snappy maths, 

interactive games, practical and written work. The 
focus is very much on securing quick recall of 

number bonds, multiplication and related division 
facts. Children learn how to read scales and learn 

units of measurements by baking. Children will 

conduct surveys to provide meaningful data when 
studying statistics and fractions. 

Homes- In this topic we explore how God is present in 
every home. We consider the questions:  

What does home mean to you? How is God present in my 
life? 
Promises- In this topic children look at the promises 
made at baptism and confirmation and consider the 
following questions:  

What does it mean to make a promise? How can we help 

others keep promises? 

Visitors- In this topic children consider how visitors are 

welcomed and the joys and demands of visitors.  
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HISTORY GEOGRAPHY SCIENCE 
TOPIC - Changes in Britain: From Stone 

Age to Iron Age – HISTORY ALIVE 
(Autumn 2)  

TOPIC- WHAT IS THERE TO SEE IN EUROPE? 

(Autumn 1)  

TOPIC- Animals including Humans (Autumn 1)  

TOPIC- Light (Autumn 2)  

The children are shown a timeline going back to the Stone 
Age and discuss how long ago that was and what a huge 
amount of time it took.  They learn about life in Stone Age 
times and how archaeologists have had to use remains to 
give them clues about what it was like to live in Stone Age 
times. They find out about how we can use sources of 
information to find out events in the distant past. They 
create their own cave paintings and use History Alive 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zwwdjxs e to 
provide real stone age artefacts. 

In this topic the children study Europe including Russia. They 
locate and name countries using atlases.  They learn the capital 
cities of all the European countries. They are given a famous 
landmark from each county and using a range of multimedia, they 
find out where each landmark is. The compare the key physical 
and human features of Europe. 

Animals including Humans (Autumn 1) During this topic the children 
investigate the human skeleton and learn the names of the major bones 
in the body. The also learn about how animals and humans gain nutrition 
from food and the basics of the food chain. 
 
Light (Autumn 2) 
The children learn about light and sources of light. They investigate 
reflection and shadows. They test materials to see if they are reflective 
and investigate light sources to see which provides the strongest light. 

ART D&T COMPUTING 
TOPIC- Drawing and painting self 
portraits inspired by Pablo Picasso 

(Autumn 1)  

 
Drawing linked to Stone Age Topic 

(Autumn 2) 

TOPIC- Lighthouses (Autumn 2)  TOPIC-  E -Safety Autumn 1 
 

Computer Science Autumn 2 

Drawing and painting self portraits 

inspired by Pablo Picasso (Autumn 1)  
The children investigate the artist Pablo 

Picasso and create fact files about his life. 
They study his works with a particular focus 

on his self portraits. Using a range of media 

they begin to imitate his style using sketch 
books. The children then produce a self 

portrait in the style of Picasso. 
 

Drawing linked to Stone Age Topic 

(Autumn 2) 
Whilst learning about the Stone Age, children 

look at the importance of cave 
paintings/drawings and the significance they 

played in the lives of the Neanderthals. They 

As part of a science topic on light and dark, the 

children make their own lighthouse. They investigate 
the purpose of lighthouses and then begin to design 

their own. They test circuits and they select 
appropriate components to go in their lighthouse. 

With support, they make a lighthouse with a switch. 

E safety 

Children will create passwords which are appropriate, blog 
and tweet. In online discussion: start new threads and 

contribute to others relevant to the topic; consider 
relevance of contributions.  They will use  the school VLE 

for this, adding facts they have found about Europe. They 

will be taught how to report an inappropriate comment. 
Using the contributions from all the class, they will 

produce fact files (linked to geography topic ‘What is there 
to see in Europe?’. This is also linked with the information 

technology unit. 

They will create a poster using Word about e safety. They 
will Use search tools to find and use an appropriate 

website, using good choices online (e.g. why not to use 
wiki).  
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then create their own cave paintings using 
different grades of pencil. They may even 

create their own stone age paint using 

charcoal and mud.   

Computer Science 
Children will use 2 Code on Purple Mash to create a simple 

game and de bug. 

PSCHE P.E. Music 
TOPIC- CITIZENSHIP  TOPIC  Autumn 1 – Basketball 

Autumn 2 - Hockey 
TOPIC – Evironment, Building 
Sounds, Poetry 

Children will consider the importance of taking 
responsibility for their own actions. Children 

learn about the importance of rules in society 
and together create a class charter. Children 

learn how they can be citizens of the earth 

and they are given the opportunity to 
participate in an interactive water workshop. 

Children learn about the importance of caring 
for others and what they can do to make a 

difference. For example baking for a Macmillan 
coffee morning, donating to a local homeless 

centre and raising funds for Cafod.  

Autumn 1 – Basketball 
The children begin to learn the skills of how to 

dribbling and shooting. They develop their throwing 
and catching skills. They begin to play competitive 

games in small groups developing their awareness of 

tactics and how to play as part of a team. 
 

Autumn 2 – Hockey 
In this unit, children are taught the basics of hockey, 

including how to hold a stick and how to dribble and 
pass the ball. They will play small sided games, 

where there is opportunity to develop teamwork 

skills and communication within a team. 
 

The children explore songs and poems about places. They 
create accompaniments and sound pictures to 

reflect sounds in their local environment. 
The sights nd sounds of a buliding site provide the 

inspiration for exploring and creating rhythms. The 

children play games, sing and compose music to build into 
a performance. 

How are sounds produced and classified? The children 
explore timbre and structure through musical 

conversations in music from around the world.  
Three contrasting poems are explored and developed. The 

children use voices, body percussion, 

instruments and movement to create their own expressive 
performances. 

 


