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St William of York Catholic Primary School 

2019-2020 EYFS Teaching & Learning Policy  

 
Together, as God’s family we are learning through love, forgiveness, respect and courage to use our unique 

gifts, challenging and transforming our world. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The way in which children succeed as learners in their earliest years supports them on their journey of 

lifelong learning. 

 

The revised Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) (March 2012) indicates that high quality learning and 

teaching is the entitlement of all children. This must equip them with the skills, knowledge and understanding 

necessary to be able to make informed choices. 

 

Effective learning and teaching in the EYFS meets children’s identified needs and interests and helps children 

to reach their true potential in all seven areas of learning and development.  

 

AIMS 

 

The aim of this policy is to support a rich, interesting and stimulating learning and teaching environment that 

allows children to fully develop their potential skills and abilities.  

 

To provide quality learning experiences for all the children.  Learning will be through practical and play 

activities, which are structured, balanced, relevant to the child and related to the real world. 

 

To provide a curriculum which takes account of, and responds to, the children’s developmental needs and 

allows them to make progress related to their differing abilities. “What the child can do” will be our starting 

point. 

 

To ensure the children have positive experiences of success at their own levels in order to give them 

confidence and motivation for learning in the future. 

 

To provide a curriculum which provides equal learning and development opportunities for all the children. 
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To create a partnership with parents to support and enhance the development of their children  

 

EYFS CURRICULUM 

 

In the EYFS we aim to provide a broad, balanced, differentiated curriculum which addresses the children‘s 

social, emotional, physical, intellectual, moral and cultural development within a safe, secure, stimulating 

environment. 

Our curriculum enables the child to learn and develop skills, attitudes and understanding in these areas of 

learning: 

 

The prime areas being: 

• Personal, Emotional and Social Development. (PSED) 

• Communication and Language. (CL) 

• Physical development (PD) 

 

The specific areas are: 

• Mathematics. 

• Literacy. 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Art and Design 

 

Throughout the EYFS we plan activities to give children learning experiences and opportunities to work 

towards the Early Learning Goals. 

 

Teaching and learning will take place within the classroom and outside areas. Within these areas children will 

participate in a variety of activities, both with an adult and independently 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

The children within the Foundation Stage follow the  ‘Come and See’ syllabus.  This gives the children the 

opportunity to understand more about the Catholic Faith and share in special celebrations and simple acts of 

worship. 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

 

• We have invested and will continue to invest in our learning environment (indoors and outdoors) and 

work to ensure that it is attractive and stimulating for children. 

• We will ensure that all displays support and or/reflect the learning that takes place. 

• Our learning environment is accessible for all children as well as supportive of a wide range of 

independent learning opportunities. 

EFFECTIVE TEACHING & LEARNING 

 

• To achieve consistent and effective high quality learning and teaching senior management will 

monitor and support the development of teaching and learning strategies used by staff in order to 

support all our children to learn in the ways/styles that best suit their needs. 

• We will offer opportunities for children to learn in different ways through well designed spaces/areas 

and promote and support all children’s skills to investigate and problem solve.  
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• Staff roles and the routine of the day/session, will be used to effectively support the aims and 

objectives of this policy. 

• Both staff-led and child initiated learning will be supported by appropriate provision including the use 

of ICT.   

• Staff will make on-going assessments of each child’s progress and interests and use this information 

when planning adult-led sessions. This will enable them to take into account the abilities, needs and 

interests of all children and to differentiate accordingly. 

 

IMPORTACE OF PLAY 

 

At St William of York we believe that play, both indoors and outdoors, is the fundamental way in which young 

children learn. Play can be enjoyed and challenging. When playing, children behave in different ways. 

Sometimes, their play will be boisterous, sometimes they will describe and discuss what they are doing, and 

sometimes they will be quiet and reflective as they play.  

 

Through play, children will be developing skills across all the Prime and Specific areas of learning, working 

towards achieving the Early Learning Goals. 

 

In a secure environment with effective adult support, children will be able to, 

• Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the              

world 

• Practise and build up concepts, ideas and skills 

• Learn how to control impulses and understand the need for rules 

• Be alone, be alongside others or co-operate as they talk to rehearse their feelings 

• Take risks and make mistakes 

• Think creatively and imaginatively 

• Communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems 

• Express fears to relieve anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations 

 

Adults in the setting will support play by: 

• Planning and resourcing a stimulating environment 

• Supporting children’s learning through planned play 

• Extending and supporting children’s spontaneous play 

• Extending and developing children’s language and communication in their play. 

• Listening to all forms of children’s communication and their ideas and taking these into              

account when developing play and planning. 

• Narrating children’s play. 

• Asking questions about children’s play. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES 

 

• Staff will always appropriately modify learning and teaching for children with SEN and/or Disabilities. 

When planning work for these children staff will give due regard to information and targets contained 

in each child’s IEP. 

• We value each child as a unique individual and are familiar with and meet all the requirements of 

relevant equal opportunities legislation regarding race, gender and disability.  

• We will work closely and in partnership with parents and any other involved agencies to meet the 

needs of our children through provision that is truly inclusive for all. 

PARENT PARTNERSHIP 
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We will ensure that all parents are kept informed about what and how their children are learning through a 

variety of means including:  

• Having a Stay and Share session once a week when parents are invited to choose a book to share at 

home 

• Use of Tapestry – a web based Learning Journal. 

• Holding parents’ evenings and parent workshops. 

• Having an annual report to parents in which we explain the progress made by each child and 

indicates how the child can be supported to make improvement/further progress; 

• Informally or formally explaining how they can support their children with any work at home through 

an open door policy. 

 

G Carr September 2019 

Early Years Teacher 

   

 
Reviewed by Governors Autumn 2019 
 

Signed by Chair of Curriculum, Pupil Safety & Inclusion Committee    P.Hagarty-Wilkinson 

 
Review Date    Autumn 2020 


