
                         
 
 
                              
 

                                                     St William of York Catholic Primary School 
  

                         

HISTORY INTENT STATEMENT 

At St William of York we want our pupils to gain a coherent understanding of Britain’s past and that of the 
wider world and the influence the past has had on life in modern Britain. Our curriculum is carefully tailored to 

include a focus on local history to give pupils a deeper understanding of the society in which they live. We aim that 
our language rich curriculum will inspire pupil’s curiosity to know more about historical events.  Pupils are 

encouraged to ask perceptive questions and think critically using sources of evidence to support their opinion. They 
should understand how people’s lives have changed and how diverse societies were (and still are ) and the challenges 

that were (and still are) faced.   
 

YEAR 
GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

1 TOPIC – How have I changed? 
 

TOPIC – Are toys today more fun to 
play with than toys from the past? 
Visit – History Alive 

TOPIC –  Who was the lady with the 
lamp? 
Trip- Florence Nightingale Museum 

During this topic, the children reflect of on how 
they have changed since being born. They 

discuss the year they were born and their date of 
birth. They compare pictures of themselves at 

different stages of life and talk about what has 

changed. They put some pictures of a child at 
different stages of development in order on a 

basic timeline.  

The children begin by having a ‘toy day’ in school 
to share their favourite toys and play with some 

toys from the past. Throughout the topic, 
children then compare toys that they play with 

now to toys in the past. They look at a wide 

range of artefacts to help them do this. They also 
place a range of toys in chronological order on a 

basic timeline. 

Children use a range of different sources- such 
as books and pictures- to come to some basic 

assumptions about who Florence Nightingale 
was. They answer simple questions such as 

‘What do you think her job was?’ They use books 

and the internet to investigate how life and 
hospitals in the past times was different to life 

today.  

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils recognise the distinction between 

present and past in their own and other 

people's lives 

• Pupils show their emerging sense of 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils recognise the distinction between 

present and past in their own and other 

people's lives 

• Pupils show their emerging sense of 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils recognise the distinction between 

present and past in their own and other 

people's lives 

• Pupils show their emerging sense of 
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chronology by placing a few events and 

objects in order, and by using everyday 

terms about the passing of time 

• Pupils know and recount episodes from 

stories about the past 

 

 
 
 

 

chronology by placing a few events and 

objects in order, and by using everyday 

terms about the passing of time 

 

 

chronology by placing a few events and 

objects in order, and by using everyday 

terms about the passing of time 

• Pupils know and recount episodes from 
stories about the past 

• Pupils find answers to some simple questions 

about the past from sources of information 

• Pupils begin to identify some of the different 

ways in which the past is represented. 
 
 

 

2 TOPIC – Who was the first man to 
walk on the moon? Trip - 
Spaceport 

TOPIC – What happened at the 
Great Fire of London? Visit – Great 
Fire of London Workshop 

TOPIC – Who was Fred Dibner? 

During this topic, children gather evidence 

about the first moon landing using a variety of 
historical sources. They learn about space 

travel and how this has evolved what we know 
about space travel today. Children create a 

basic timeline about the life of Neil Armstrong. 

They write letters as if they are on board the 
International Space Station.  

Children compare Neil Armstrong with 
Christopher Columbus. 

In this topic, the use different sources to 

investigate The Great Fire of London. They create 
a list of questions for investigation and use a 

variety of sources including; pictures, books and 
the internet to find out about the past.  

They share extracts from the dairy of Samuel 

Peeps to answer their questions about historical 
events. They write their own diary entries 

summarising their findings.  
 

During this topic, children learn about Fred Dibner 

and the impact he has had on Bolton and the 
wider area. Children’s learning is developed 

through a walk through Bolton, so that children 
can see the kind of buildings Fred Dibner worked 

with. 

 
 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils show their developing sense of 

chronology by using terms concerned 

with the passing of time. 

• Pupils place events and objects in 

chronological order   

• Pupils are beginning to show 
knowledge and understanding of 

aspects of the past beyond living 
memory and of some of the main 

events and people they have studied  

• Pupils observe or handle sources of 
information to answer questions about 

the past on the basis of simple 

observations. 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils are beginning to recognise that 

there are reasons why people in the past 

acted as they did. 

• Pupils are beginning to identify some of 

the different ways in which the past is 
represented 

• Pupils observe or handle sources of 
information to answer questions about 

the past on the basis of simple 
observations. 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils show their developing sense of 

chronology by using terms concerned with the 

passing of time, by placing events and objects 

in order 

• Pupils recognising that their own lives are 
different from the lives of people in the past. 

• Pupils observe or handle sources of 

information to answer questions about the 
past on the basis of simple observations 

 



• Pupils identify some of the different 
ways in which the past is represented  

YEAR 3 

3 TOPIC -  What was life like in the 
Stone Age? Visit – Bring Your 
Wellies (Archaeological Dig) 

TOPIC –Who were the Ancient 
Egyptians? Trip – Bolton Egyptian 
Museum 

TOPIC – What did the Romans bring 
to Britain? Trip – Roman Museum 
Chester 

During this topic, children learn about life in 

Stone Age times and how archaeologists have 
had to use remains to give them clues about 

what life was like. This is developed through a 
trip to ‘Bring Yer Wellies’, where children 

complete a stone age dig and observe and 
analyse what they have found. Children find out 

about how we can use these sources of 

information to find out events in the distant 
past.  

Linked to this, children analyse and explore 
stone age cave paining, patterns and colours, 

and find out how they were used as a source of 

communication in the past.  

The children begin by deciding upon questions 

they would like investigate about Ancient Egypt 
and they draw on previous historical skills to 

discuss how they will find out answers. They use 
a range of sources of evidence- including books, 

images and artefacts- to find out about what life 
was like in Ancient Egypt and they present their 

finding in a variety of ways- including the use of 

multimedia.  
Linked to this, children learn about pharaoh 

masks, including the colours and materials that 
they were made from and why they were used.  

The topic includes is a trip to Bolton Museum to 

find out more about Ancient Egypt and see and 
handle historical artefacts. 

The children learn about the Roman invasion and 

what life was like in Roman Britain. They learn 
about the life of Boudicca and evaluate whether 

she was a hero or a villainess.  Children also learn 
about how the Romans influenced modern life in 

Britain- including the impact they had on leisure, 
travel, clothing and buildings.   

The children go on a trip to Chester in order to 

learn about what life was like in Roman times. 
 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS 
• Pupils use a time line to place events. 

• Pupils use words and phrases accurately 
such as century, decade, before Christ, 

after, before, during to describe the passing 
of time. 

• Pupils give reasons why changes may have 

occurred. 

• Pupils use documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials) the Internet, databases, 

pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, 

historic buildings, visits to museums and 
galleries and visits to sites to collect 

evidence about the past.  
• Use evidence to describe: 

✓ the houses and settlements of 

people in the past  
✓ the culture and leisure activities from 

the past 

✓  the clothes, way of life and actions 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
•   Pupils use words and phrases such as 

century, decade, before Christ, after, 

before, during to describe the passing of 
time. 

• Pupils use evidence to describe  

✓ the culture and leisure activities 
from the past 

✓ the clothes, way of life and 

actions of people in the past 
✓ buildings and their uses of people 

from the past. 

• Pupils use documents, printed sources 
(e.g. archive materials) the Internet, 

databases, pictures, photographs, music, 

artefacts, historic buildings, visits to 
museums and galleries and visits to sites 

to collect evidence about the past.  

• Pupils ask, “What was it like for a... (child, 
rich person, etc) during…Suggest sources 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Name the date of any significant event from 

the past and place it in approximately the 

right place on a time line. 

• Pupils use a time line to place events. 

• Pupils describe some similarities and 
differences between some people, events and 

objects (artefacts) describe how some of the 
things from the past affect life today. 

• Pupils use evidence to describe the houses 

and settlements of people in the past/ the 

culture and leisure activities from the past/ 
the clothes, way of life and actions of people 

in the past/ buildings and their uses of people 
from the past. 

• Pupils describe how some of the things from 

the past affect life today. 

• Pupils look at two versions of the same event 

in history and identify differences in the 
accounts. 



of people in the past 

• Present findings about the past using 

speaking, writing, ICT and drawing skills.  

of evidence to help answer questions. 

• Pupils present findings about the past.  

Use dates and terms accurately.  

• Discuss the most appropriate way to 
present information for an audience. 

 

• Look at two versions of the same event in 
history and identify differences in the 

accounts. 

• Give reasons why there may be different 
accounts of history 

• Using previously developed skills, pupils 

suggest sources of evidence  to help answer 

questions. 
 

 
 

 

 

YEAR 4 

4 TOPIC – Why did the Anglo Saxons 
choose to invade Britain? 
Trip – Tatton Park 

TOPIC – Who were the Vikings? TOPIC – How did life in Britain 
change during the reign of the 
Tudors? Trip – Smithills Hall 

The children use a range of sources- including 

images, artefacts and books- to find out about life in 
Anglo Saxon times and what it was like to live in 

Britain during this historical period.  

The children investigate the types of 
food/culture/clothing/housing/leisure activities during 

Anglo Saxon times and compare their life to the life of 
an Anglo Saxon child.  

The topic is enhanced by a trip to Tatton Park for an 

Anglo Saxon experience.  

During this topic, the children build upon their 

understanding of the Anglo Saxons by learning 
about the Viking invasion of Britain and how that 

affected daily life. They study everyday life from 

farming to clothing and use a range of sources to 
support their findings. They investigate the 

influence that the Vikings left in Britain. They 
create an Anglo Saxon and Viking timeline. 

Linked to this, children learn about the different 

weapons and armoury used in battle.  
 

The children use a range of sources to build their 

understanding of what life was like during the 
Tudor times. They focus on King Henry 8th and 

the impact his reign had on Britain, including the 

impact it had on the Church. The children go on a 
trip to Smithills Hall to enhance on this learning.  

 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS: 
• Pupils use evidence to describe the houses and 

settlements of people in the past/ the culture and 

leisure activities from the past/ the clothes, way 
of life and actions of people in the past/ buildings 

and their uses of people from the past. 

• Pupils describe some similarities and differences 
between some people, events and objects 

(artefacts)  

• Pupils use documents, printed sources (e.g. 

archive materials) the Internet, databases, 
pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic 

buildings, visits to museums and galleries and 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils use a time line to place events. 

• Pupils suggest sources of evidence to help 
answer questions. 

• Pupils use words and phrases such as 

century, decade, before Christ, after, before, 
during to describe the passing of time. 

• Pupils use evidence to describe the houses 

and settlements of people in the past/ the 
culture and leisure activities from the past/ 

the clothes, way of life and actions of people 

in the past/ buildings and their uses of people 
from the past.  

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils name the date of any significant 

event from the past and place it in 

approximately the right place on a time 
line. 

• Describe some similarities and differences 

between some people, events and objects 
(artefacts)  

• Pupils find out about how clothes/leisure 

time/culture/buildings may have changed 

during the time period and give reasons 
why the changes might have occurred. 

• Pupils describe some similarities and 



visits to sites to collect evidence about the past.  

• Pupils ask, “What was it like for a... (child, rich 

person, etc) during…’ and suggest sources of 

evidence to help answer questions. 
• Pupils present findings about the past, using 

dates and terms accurately. 

• Pupils use documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials) the Internet, databases, 

pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, 

historic buildings, visits to museums and 
galleries and visits to sites to collect evidence 

about the past. 

• Pupils ask, “What was it like for a... (child, 
rich person, etc) during…’ and suggest 

sources of evidence to help answer questions. 

• Pupils discuss the most appropriate way to 
present information for an audience.  

differences between some people, events 

and objects (artefacts)  

• Pupils look at two versions of the same 

event in history and identify differences in 
the accounts. Pupils give reasons why 

there may be different accounts of 
history. 

• Pupils present findings about the past, 

using dates and terms accurately. 

• Describe how some of the things from the 
past affect life today.  

 

 

YEAR 5 

5 TOPIC – What was the Industrial 
Revolution? Trip – Quarry Bank Mill 

TOPIC – Who were the Suffragettes? TOPIC – What was life like during 
WW2? Trip- Evacuee Experience 

Children unpick the reasons for the Industrial 
Revolution and why it was necessary and impacts 

upon modern-day life today. They investigate the 
problems caused by the industrial revolution.  

They focus on life for poor children during this period 
and the impact this had on them before looking at 

child labour more widely and understanding  the 

advantages and problems this causes. To enhance 
learning and understanding, they go on a trip to 

Quarry Bank Mill.  
  

During this topic, children develop their 
understanding of the suffragette movement and 

analyse the impact these women had on Britain 
and the changes that occurred as a result of their 

actions. They analyse the role of protests 
(including peaceful and on-peaceful protests) 

which is supported through a trip to the People’s 

History Museum. They make links to other famous 
protesters, including Nelson Mandela. They link 

their learning back to our ‘Industrial Revolution’ 
topic and the fact many people protested for 

workers’ rights. Children analyse the power of 

propaganda and evaluate the effectiveness of 
different propaganda campaigns before making 

propaganda posters to support the suffragette 
movement. 

Throughout this topic, children learn about the 
impact WW2 had on Britain. The children start 

through studying evacuation, which is developed 
through an ‘Evacuee Experience’ day with the 

East Lancashire Railway, where children are in the 
role of evacuees. They go on to study other 

elements of life during WW2, including rationing 

and the Blitz.  
Children then make links to our modern day world 

and the fact that some children are still living in 
war zones today.  

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils describe the main changes in a period of 

history (using words such as ‘social’, ‘religious’, 
‘political’, ‘technological’ and ‘cultural’. 

• Pupils Show on a timeline the changes that have been 
identified. 

• Pupils use words and phrases such as era, period, 

century, decade, Before Christ, AD, after, before, 

during to describe the passing of time. 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils describe the main changes in a period 

of history (using words such as ‘social’, 
‘religious’, ‘political’, ‘technological’ and 

‘cultural’. 

• Pupils give reasons why changes may have 

occurred, backed up by evidence. 

• Pupils describe similarities and differences 
between some people, events and objects 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils use a time line to place events about 

both in this country and abroad. 
• Pupils name the date of any significant event from 

the past and place it in the right place on a 
timeline 

• Pupils describe the main changes in a period 

of history (using words such as ‘social’, 

‘religious’, ‘political’, ‘technological’ and 



• Pupils give reasons why changes may have 
occurred, backed up by evidence. 

• Pupils describe how some of the things studied 

from the past affect life today. 
• Pupils use documents, printed sources (e.g. 

archive materials) the Internet, databases, 

pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic 
buildings, visits to museums and galleries and 

visits to sites to collect evidence about the past.  

• Pupils ask, “What was it like for a... (child, rich 
person, etc) during…?’ 

• Pupils choose reliable sources of evidence to help 

answer questions, realising that there is often not 
a single answer to historical questions. 

• Pupils present findings about the past using 

speaking, writing, maths, ICT, drama and 
drawing skills.  

• Pupils use dates and terms accurately.  
 

(artefacts) that have been studied.  

• Pupils describe how some of the things 

studied from the past affect life today. 

• Pupils look at different versions of the same 
event in history and identify differences in the 

accounts.  

• Pupils know that people both now and, in the 
past, represent events or ideas in a way that 

persuades others.  

• Pupils know and understand that it is 
important to know that some evidence from 

the past (and present) is propaganda, opinion 

or misinformation, and that this affects 
interpretations of history.  

• Pupils present findings about the past using 

speaking, writing, maths, ICT, drama and 
drawing skills.  

• Pupils use dates and terms accurately.  

‘cultural’. 

• Pupils give reasons why changes may have 

occurred, backed up by evidence. 

• Pupils describe how some of the things 
studied from the past affect life today. 

• Pupils look at different versions of the same 

event in history and identify differences in the 

accounts.  

• Pupils know that people both now and in the 
past represent events or ideas in a way that 

persuades others.  

• Pupils use documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials) the Internet, databases, 

pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, 

historic buildings, visits to museums and 
galleries and visits to sites to collect evidence 

about the past.  
• Pupils choose reliable sources of evidence to 

help answer questions, realising that there is 

often not a single answer to historical 
questions. 

• Pupils choose the most appropriate way to 

present information which is for an audience.  

• Pupils use dates and terms accurately.  

YEAR 6 

6 TOPIC – How has life changed through 
the decades of the 20th century? Trip – 
People’s History Museum 

TOPIC – Who are our British history 
heroes? 

TOPIC – What happened when a 
plane crashed on Winter Hill, how do 
we know? Trip – Winter 
Hill/Rivington Pike 

During this topic, the children look at life in Britain 

since the end of WW2. This includes the role of 
migration and the rise of the welfare state. It also 

involves a study of the fashion, lifestyle and music of 
the different decades. Through this unit, children go 

on a trip to the People’s History Museum in 

Manchester to learn more about migration and the 
changing diversity of Britain.  

Through this topic, children revisit their learning 

from previous year groups to identify people they 
view as heroes. This includes heroes they have 

studied in history, such as Boudicca, Winston 
Churchill, Henry the 8th but also heroes they have 

studied in science and geography, such as Neil 

Armstrong and Charles Darwin.  
 

Children study the local history event of the plane 

crashing on Winter Hill. They investigate videos 
and newspaper extracts to gain first-hand 

accounts of the event. They also walk up Winter 
Hill and visit Rivington Pike in order to gather 

more evidence at the site of the crash.  

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils use a time line to place events about 

both in this country and abroad.  

• Show on a timeline the changes that have 

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils name the date of any significant 

event from the past and place it in the 

right place on a time line.  

KEY OBJECTIVES & SKILLS:  
• Pupils look at different versions of the 

same event in history and identify 

differences in the accounts.  



been identified. 

• Pupils describe the main changes in a period 

of history (using words such as ‘social’, 

‘religious’, ‘political’, ‘technological’ and 
‘cultural’. 

• Pupils know that people both now and, in the 

past, represent events or ideas in a way that 
persuades others. 

• Pupils use words and phrases such as era, 

period, century, decade, Before Christ, AD, 
after, before, during to describe the passing 

of time. 

• Pupils give reasons why changes may have 

occurred, backed up by evidence. 

• Pupils describe similarities and differences 
between some people, events and objects 

(artefacts) that have been studied.  

• Pupils describe how some of the things 
studied from the past affect life today. 

• Pupils use documents, printed sources (e.g. 

archive materials) the Internet, databases, 
pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, 

historic buildings, visits to museums and 

galleries and visits to sites to collect evidence 
about the past.  

• Pupils choose reliable sources of evidence to 

help answer questions, realising that there is 
often not a single answer  to historical 

questions. 

• Pupils present findings about the past using 

speaking, writing, maths, ICT, drama and 
drawing skills.  

• Pupils use dates and terms accurately.  

• Pupils describe similarities and differences 
between some people, events and objects 

(artefacts) that have been studied.  

• Pupils describe how some of the things 
studied from the past affect life today. 

• Pupils know and understand that it is 

important to know that some evidence 

from the past (and present) is 
propaganda, opinion or misinformation, 

and that this affects interpretations of 
history. 

• Pupils give clear reasons why there may 

be different accounts of history. 
• Pupils use documents, printed sources 

(e.g. archive materials) the Internet, 

databases, pictures, photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings, visits to 

museums and galleries and visits to sites 
to collect evidence about the past.  

• Pupils choose reliable sources of evidence 

to help answer questions, realising that 

there is often not a single answer  to 
historical questions. 

• Pupils present findings about the past 

using speaking, writing, maths, ICT, 

drama and drawing skills.  

• Pupils use dates and terms accurately.  

• Pupils choose the most appropriate way 

to present information, which is for an 
audience. 

• Pupils give clear reasons why there may 
be different accounts of history. 

• Pupils use documents, printed sources 

(e.g. archive materials) the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, music, 

artefacts, historic buildings, visits to 

museums and galleries and visits to sites 
to collect evidence about the past.  

• Pupils choose reliable sources of evidence 

to help answer questions, realising that 
there is often not a single answer  to 

historical questions. 

• Pupils present findings about the past 

using speaking, writing, maths, ICT, 
drama and drawing skills.  

• Pupils use dates and terms accurately.  

• Pupils choose the most appropriate way 

to present information, which is for an 
audience. 

 


