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                     St William of York Catholic Primary School 
 

                         

SPRING TERM 

ENGLISH MATHS RE 

TOPICS  
The Queen’s Knickers  
The Highway Rat  
The Day the Crayon’s Quit 
The Green Ship 
Red Miss Take (short film) 

TOPICS 
Addition and Subtraction 
Multiplication and Division 
Fractions 
Geometry 

TOPICS  
Books  
Thanksgiving       
Opportunities 
 
 

The children will begin to look at further genres 
of writing and recap on their knowledge of them 
from year 1. The key text, The Queen’s 
Knickers, will link to the childen’s history work 
on The Great Fire of London.  
The children will write a innovate the story of 
The Queen’s Knickers to write their own 
narrative. When reading The Highway Rat, the 
children will write their own character 
descriptions and Wanted posters for the rat. 
They will also write letters when reading The 
Day the Crayon’s Quit. 
  

Children recall and use addition and 
subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive 
and use related facts up to 100. 

They recognise/find/name/write fractions ⅟₃, 

⅟₄, 2/4, ᶟ∕₄ of a length, shape, set of objects 

or quantity. 
Children recognise and use the inverse 
relationship between addition and subtraction 
and use this to check calculations and 
missing number problems. 
They use mathematical vocabulary to 
describe position, direction and movement 
including movement in a straight line and 
distinguishing rotation as a turn and in terms 

of right angles for ⅟₄, ⅟₂, & ᶟ∕₄ turns 

(clock/anti-clockwise). 
Children count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, 
and in tens from any number, forwards or 

In the Books topic, children ask and respond to 
questions about their own and others’ experience 
and feelings of the different books that are used 
at home and school. They ask questions about 
what they and others wonder about the need for 
books and their importance in our lives. They 
realise that some questions are difficult to answer. 

In the Thanksgiving topic, children ask and 
respond to questions about how they and 
others feel when receiving and giving thanks. 
They retell the story of the Last Supper. They 
use words and phrases from the Eucharist 
(Mass) that show how Catholics give thanks to 
God and describe how Catholics try to live 
what they have experienced at Mass in their 
daily lives. 
 
In the Opportunities topic, children ask and 
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backwards. respond to questions about their own and others’ 
experiences and feelings. They consider using the 
opportunities that are offered to choose good. 
They ask questions about what they and others 
wonder about how people make choices and 
realise that some of these questions are difficult 
to answer. 
 

HISTORY GEOGRAPHY SCIENCE 
TOPIC – The Great Fire of London TOPIC – Where is my school? TOPIC- Animals including humans 

In this topic, the children begin by creating a list 
of question about what they would like to find 
out.  They then share extracts from the diary of 
Samuel Peeps to answer their questions. They 
use different sources of evidence to investigate 
the Great Fire of London, including pictures, 
books and the internet. They write diary entries 
as if they were there. 
Linked to this, children analyse the materials 
and designs of houses in that period of time 
before designing and making their own models 
of houses.   
Children’s learning is also developed through a 
‘Great Fire of London’ workshop in school.  
 

In this topic, the children begin by looking at 
an aerial map of the school and seeing if they 
can identify which area is which. They are 
introduces to the four points of the compass.  
They add to their maps, labelling the 
different areas and putting features such as 
grass, playgrounds on etc.  
Using their locational knowledge of the 
school they then do an orienteering exercise 
in small groups in the form of a treasure hunt 
around the school grounds. They follow a 
basic map. 

The children learn about human and animal 
offspring and how they grow into adults. They 
look at the basic needs of humans and follow this 
by using the RSPCA unit on the 5 freedoms for 
animals. They learn about the work of the RSPCA 
and why this is important in making sure the 
needs of animals are met.  
 
 
 

ART D&T COMPUTING 
TOPIC- Sculpture TOPIC – House models TOPIC – Computer Science & E Safety 

During this unit children take inspiration from 
the local sculpture ‘Spirit of Sport’. They 
investigate why the sculpture was made and 
look at the features of it. They begin to plan 

Linked to the childen’s learning of the Great 
Fire of London, they analyse the style of the 
houses during that era, describing the style 
and colours used. They practice sketching 

The children learn to program a robot that allows 
them to apply their mathematical language of 
quarter, half and three-quarter turns.   
Through discussion on the children’s right to be 
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and make their own sculpture ‘Spirit of St 
Wiliam’s’ and investigate which materials would 
be most effective. As a class they then plan and 
make their own sculpture. 

Tudor houses before designing their own 
Tudor house. They then create their house, 
focusing on measuring, cutting and gluing 
accurately. 

kept safe and protected from harm (article 19), 
learn about the importance of E-Safety. Children 
also explore their right to relax and play (article 
31) and that they are responsible to find a 
healthy balance on how much time is spent 
online. 

PSCHE P.E. Music 
TOPIC- Environmental Education 
Drugs Education 

TOPIC-Gymnastics TOPIC - VOCALS/SINGING & 
PERFORMING 
 

Children learn about how to care for the 
environment incorporating a visit from Ottley 
the Recycling Elephant. This links with the 
Materials topic in Science.  
Children learn about medicines through the 
Florence Nightingale History topic. To 
understand that all medicines are drugs but not 
all drugs are medicines   
For example;  caffeine is a drug and is found in 
coffee, tea and cola drinks   
Through the Plants Science topic, children 
develop a sense of pride in the school grounds 
by planting bulbs and making baskets.  
 
 

In gymnastics, children learn to make basic 
shapes with their bodies and practise 
maintaining each position.  
They learn to balance both individually and 
with a partner. Children then practise holding 
basic balances. 
Children learn to travel in different ways, 
such as basic animal movements. They then 
practise linking travelling movements 
together to create a routine. Children practise 
jumping and landing safely. 
Children perform rocking techniques and 
safely perform rolls. With a partner, children 
mirror each other’s movements and link 
sequences together. Finally, children link 
basic skills together to create a short 
sequence individually and with a partner. 

In sessions with Alison Roberts children sing using 
pitch and perform follow and lead songs.  

 


