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Tuesday 12th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

I have no doubt that you have seen the news; the government have suggested that schools ‘may’ 

open to certain groups of pupils on Monday 1st June. This would be for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

initially, with further year groups coming back later in the month. I have not yet had confirmation 

about our nursery. In anticipation of this, we are now preparing to open for those year groups. 

 

I know there will be mixed feelings about this; some of you will be desperate for your child to get 

back to learning and see their friends; others may feel frightened and reluctant as unfortunately, 

CV19 has not gone away. 

 

We are already putting a plan together as we take daily guidance from the department of education. 

It is looking like those initial classes will be split into groups of no more than 15. We will have 

staggered arrival and departure times to avoid congestion at the school gates. The children will spend 

the day in their groups of no more than 15, including lunchtimes. Regular hand washing will continue 

to be built into the day and good personal hygiene encouraged. However, we have made it very 

clear to the relevant authorities that our youngest children are not going to be about to follow 

guidance around social distancing and we shouldn’t expect them to. The early years curriculum 

encourages play, social communication and group work and we cannot possibly expect our 

youngest pupils to sit at a table on their own all day. I cannot even guarantee that our oldest 

pupils will be able to fully adhere to the 2 metre rule; they are children after all! 

 

Personally, I am pleased that our Year 6 pupils will get at least some time together before they 

go off to the high schools-not being able to say goodbye would have been heartbreaking.  

 

The week before the potential return (week commencing 25th May) is half term and it is our 

intention to close school completely that week. Free School Meal supermarket vouchers are likely 

to cease at half term as we should be able to open our school kitchen again. If your child is not 

in school, we will provide take away lunches as we did previously. 

 

I have written to you today because I wanted to keep you updated with out current thinking. 

However, this is a rapidly changing situation and a lot could happen between now and June 1st.  

Despite their own anxieties around the virus, our staff are totally committed to getting our 

school back up and running and are very much looking forward to seeing the children.  Please do 

keep an eye on the news and we will update you with any further developments as soon as we 

can. 

 

Many thanks for your continued patience and support. I hope and pray that you are all 

safe and well. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs Lightbown 


