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Thursday 11th June 2020 

  

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well.   

 

We are pleased to report that the wider opening of our school to pupils in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 

& 6, has been a great success thus far. The children have been sensible, careful and eager to learn. 

They have taken their responsibility to keeping everyone safe very seriously and have quickly adapted 

to the new routines in school. Most importantly, they all seem genuinely delighted to be back! 

 

Thank you also to the parents and carers for supporting all the new arrangements, particularly regarding 

drop off and collection times.  

 

The government had initially planned that all primary school pupils would be back before the summer 

holidays. They have now changed that advice and some groups of pupils are unlikely to return to school 

before September. We will continue to support those year groups by providing opportunities for 

home learning. If you require further paper packs for your child, please contact school by 

telephone. We will continue to make weekly contact and support you as much as we can. 

 

What the government has given schools, is the flexibility to open to more groups where they are 

able. At St Williams, we are fortunate to have a large building with lots of spaces for groups. All 

our key stage 1 classrooms have their own toilets and they all have direct exits to the outside 

space; this has certainly helped when making decisions around re-opening our school to more 

pupils. We are currently investigating the possibility of opening to some of our Year 5 pupils from 

Monday 22nd June. We will contact eligible parents directly. If this group does return, our school will 

be full to capacity within the new guidelines.  

 

Whilst we would love to have the capacity to open to all pupils, we are quickly getting to the stage 

where our small groups are full.  I have had several parents decline places for their eligible children 

but say that they may want them to return in July. Please do not make the presumption 

that your child will be able to return next month; it is becoming increasingly unlikely.  

We cannot guarantee that we will have capacity to increase numbers of pupils in  

year groups as there are strict limits on groups sizes. 

 

Now our school kitchen is open again, we are offering packed lunches for those children eligible 

for free school meals. We have contacted families directly about this but if you have changed your 

mind and would like to access packed lunches, please ring the school office as soon as possible.  

 

I send my best wishes to you and all your loved ones. Please keep our school community 

in your prayers.  

 

Mrs Lightbown 


